
Draft document subject to approvals, provided for the purpose of the market test 

 
 

ANNEX 4 TO WYRE’S UNILATERAL COMMITMENTS 

Guidelines for Communication with Local Authorities 

1. These guidelines apply to all Wyre Staff, as well as to the employees of its Affiliates, 

contractors, and consultants, to the extent they may engage in interactions with the 

Local Authorities and/or Local Authority Staff in any context on behalf of Wyre . 

2. On [●], the Belgian Competition Authority approved the FTTx Cooperation between 

Wyre and Fiberklaar for the deployment of FTTx networks in the parts of Flanders 

with medium population density.  

3. In the context of the FTTx Cooperation, Wyre and Fiberklaar will deploy their 

respective FTTx networks in the respective medium-dense areas assigned to them. In 

other words, in each of the medium-dense areas covered by the FTTx Cooperation, 

Wyre and Fiberklaar will not overbuild each other’s FTTx networks (until such time 

as foreseen in the agreement between them). 

4. While the FTTx Cooperation will generate benefits for the society, it certainly does 

not preclude other operators from rolling out their own FTTx networks. Under the 

current regulatory framework in Belgium, all operators must be able to roll out their 

FTTx networks under the same transparent and non-discriminatory conditions. 

5. Any operator recognised by the BIPT has the right to roll out an FTTx network and 

use the public domain for that purpose. This is irrespective of whether an FTTx 

network already exists in a given area, or whether an operator plans to roll out such a 

network in that area in the future.  

6. The Local Authorities can therefore not refuse, unreasonably postpone, or delay the 

permit applications of an operator in a given area purely based on the fact that that area 

is covered by the FTTx Cooperation.  

7. On this basis, it is of utmost importance that in the context of their interactions with 

the Local Authorities, (i) the Wyre Staff and (ii) the employees of its Affiliates, 

contractors, and consultants, to the extent they may engage in interactions with the 

Local Authorities and/or Local Authority Staff in any context on behalf of Wyre, shall 

refrain from any act or statement which may be construed as a suggestion to the Local 

Authorities to preclude, hinder or delay the roll-out of alternative FTTx networks by 

other operators in the FTTx Cooperation Area. An example of such a statement would 

be, for instance, a suggestion that Wyre has rolled out or will roll out an FTTx network 

in a given area in the context of the FTTx Cooperation and that no additional FTTx 

network would be necessary other than Wyre’s FTTx network in the context of the 

FTTx Cooperation. Such statements have the impact of promoting the discrimination 

of third-party network operators in the Permit Processes and are prohibited. 

8. The Wyre Staff and the employees of its Affiliates, contractors, and consultants, to the 

extent they may engage in interactions with the Local Authorities and/or Local 

Authority Staff in any context on behalf of Wyre, must not engage with any potential 

remarks from the Local Authority Staff concerning the necessity or likelihood of 
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deployment of multiple FTTx networks in a given area. In such cases, it must be made 

clear to the Local Authority Staff that: 

a. every operator recognised by the BIPT has the right to roll out an FTTx network 

and use the public domain for that purpose;  

b. the Local Authorities cannot refuse, postpone, or delay the permit applications 

(including synergy requests) of an operator in a given area based on the fact 

that that area is or might soon be covered by the FTTx Cooperation; and 

c. all applications for permits and other regulatory approvals (including synergy 

requests) must be processed by the Local Authorities under the same 

transparent and non-discriminatory conditions. 

9. Any communications or documents to be published, and/or any public statements 

which refer to the benefits generated by the FTTx Cooperation must be screened by 

the Legal Team (upon submission to the following address: legal@wyre.be) 

reasonably ahead of publication and/or delivery with a view to making sure that they 

are not susceptible of being construed as suggestions to the Local Authorities to 

preclude, hinder or delay the roll-out of alternative FTTx networks by other operators 

in the FTTx Cooperation Area. 

10. With a view to ensuring a streamlined Permits Process for the timely implementation 

of the FTTx Cooperation, it is permissible to indicate to the Local Authorities during 

the Permits Process that (i) the relevant permit application by Wyre is made in the 

context of the FTTx Cooperation and that (ii) any permit application by Fiberklaar 

before the same Local Authority would cover a different geographical scope. 
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