3 Belgian

Competition Authority

PRESS RELEASE

N° 35/2026
8 September 2026

The Belgian Competition Authority closed its investigation into the introduction of a quota for U23
teams in the Challenger Pro League following the discontinuation thereof by the RBFA

The Belgian Competition Authority (“BCA”) has terminated its proceedings against the Royal Belgian Football
Association (“RBFA”) regarding the introduction of a minimum quota of four U23 teams in the Challenger Pro
League (second professional football league) and the related relegation rules (“Quota”). The proceedings were
opened on 4 July 2025 following a complaint filed by several professional football clubs.

The Quota was introduced by Decision of the RBFA’s High Council and took effect on 8 August 2025 for the 2025—
2026 season. It provided for the permanent participation of at least four U23 teams in the Challenger Pro League,
as well as more favourable relegation rules for these teams compared to those applicable to the so-called
“classic” clubs.

In response to a request for interim measures, the BCA found by decision of the College dated 1 August 2025

that the discrimination introduced by the Quota constituted a potential violation of Article IV.1 of the Code of
Economic Law and Article 101 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, undermining the
conditions of competition between the clubs of the Challenger Pro League and, indirectly, between the clubs of
the Jupiler Pro League. The College did not order the suspension of the Quota at the time due to a lack of
urgency.

Following a new request filed on 31 March 2026, the BCA did, by decision of the College dated 8 May 2026,
order the suspension of the Quota’s effects on the ranking and relegation of clubs, pending the outcome of the

investigation on the merits.

On 2 June 2026, the Pro League’s General Assembly approved the discontinuation of the Quota. This
discontinuation was ratified by the RBFA’s High Council on 15 June 2026, and took effect on 1 July 2026. As a
result, the U23 teams are now subject to the same rules regarding promotion and relegation as the other clubs
of the Challenger Pro League.

Given the definitive discontinuation of the Quota and the neutralisation of its effects by the interim measures
already adopted, the BCA decided to terminate its investigation (see Decision 2026-RPR-27-AUD of 13 August
2026). In the future, the BCA will continue to closely monitor developments regarding the rules governing the

operation of the Challenger Pro League and the Jupiler Pro League, particularly with regard to the rules on
promotion and relegation.
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