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The Belgian Competition Authority publishes its 2025 annual report

On 16 July 2026, the Belgian Competition Authority ("BCA") published its 2025 annual report. The report
provides an overview of the BCA’s main decisions, investigations, opinions and priorities, highlighting a year
marked by the implementation of both a preventive and a proactive approach towards safeguarding effective
competition for the benefit of consumers, businesses and the Belgian economy.

In terms of prevention, the BCA launched two public consultations on the application of competition law to
sustainability agreements and public procurement, respectively. It also published guidance on the compatibility
with competition law of information exchanges in the process of securing the reimbursement of combination
therapies in the healthcare sector. On the enforcement side, the BCA’s proactive approach was reflected in the
opening of proceedings in ten new cases, some of which based on statistical analyses of large datasets, the
handling of 288 signals, including several submitted by whistleblowers, and significant activity in sectors such as
the digital economy, pharmaceuticals, agri-food and sports.

The report reviews several noteworthy cases, including commitments obtained to address specific competition
concerns in the cases of Batopin (minimum number and locations of ATMs in the context of a cooperation
between competing banks), Belgapom (compliance of information exchanges between competitors in the
formation of a price index for the purchase of potatoes) and Scolares (interoperability of software used in
compulsory education). The report also examines the application of the Towercast case law in the Dossche
Mills/Ceres case (addressing market concentration for the supply of wheat flour to artisan bakeries), as well as
merger control decisions, notably Multipharma/Popelin (acquisition of Goed pharmacies by Multipharma) and
De Watergroep/Farys (merger in the drinking water distribution and wastewater management sector).

The report equally provides an overview of a number of important capacity building developments within the
BCA, including the launch of a new case management system and the strengthening of the Investigation and
Prosecution Service’s detection unit. As in previous years, the annual report also includes, as an annex, the BCA's
2026 priorities note.

The 2025 annual report is available in Dutch and French on the BCA's website: Jaarverslag 2025 and Rapport
Annuel 2025.
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