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The Belgian Competition Authority approves the acquisition of Volckaert-Soetens by Trendy Foods

On 26 June 2026, the Belgian Competition Authority (“BCA”) approved the concentration whereby Trendy Foods
Belgium S.A. acquires sole control of Volckaert-Soetens S.A.

The concentration was notified on 23 June 2026, and the application of the simplified procedure was requested.

Trendy Foods Belgium S.A. is a company incorporated under Belgian law which operates in the wholesale
distribution of tobacco products, as well as in the wholesale distribution of various food and food-related non-
food products for professional clients including other wholesalers and retailers such as convenience stores and
petrol station shops.

Volckaert-Soetens S.A. also operates as a wholesaler of tobacco products and is involved in the wholesale
distribution of various food and food-related non-food products. The core of its business lies in the wholesale
trade in tobacco products. It supplies a diverse range of customers, including proximity stores, petrol station
shops, newsagents and tobacco shops.

The activities of the parties to the merger are primarily focused on the wholesale of tobacco products,
supplemented by a range of other product categories, including everyday consumer goods, prepaid phone cards,
e-vouchers, transportation tickets and postage stamps.

The notified concentration gives rise mainly to horizontal overlaps on the Belgian market for the wholesale
distribution of tobacco products. In its decision of 26 June 2026, the BCA finds that the conditions for the
application of the simplified procedure are met and that the notified concentration does not raise objections.

For more information, please contact:
Damien Gerard

Prosecutor general

Tel: +32(2) 277 76 57

E-mail: damien.gerard@bma-abc.be

The Belgian Competition Authority (BCA) is an independent administrative authority that contributes to the definition
and implementation of competition policy in Belgium. Concretely, the BCA pursues anti-competitive practices, such
as cartels and abuses of a dominant position, and reviews the main merger operations. The BCA cooperates with the
other competition authorities of the member states of the European Union and the European Commission within the
European Competition Network (ECN)
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